
2008-2009 Community Convener Snapshot: 
Castro Neighborhood 

Meetings Convened: 
4 Quarterly Meetings and 6 Bimonthly Socials 
 
20 organizations that attend (Adoption SF, Buena Vista 
Neighborhood Association, Castro Community on Patrol, 
COLAGE, Coleman Advocates for Youth, Connect 2 Protect, 
Dimensions Clinic, Eureka Valley Promotion Association, 
Independent Living Skills Program, Larkin Street Youth 
Services, LYRIC, Friends of St. Francis Childcare, 
Metropolitan Community Church-SF, Most Holy Redeemer, 
New Conservatory Theatre Center, New Leaf Services, Our 
Family Coalition, San Francisco School Volunteers, Youth 
Program staff at the San Francisco LGBT Community Center, 
St. Francis Lutheran Church, Stop AIDS Project)  
 
5 city departments that have attended one more meetings: 
Eureka Valley Recreation Center, Eureka Valley/Harvey Milk 
Branch of Public Library, Department of Children, Youth and 
their Families, San Francisco Police Department 
 
Town Hall Meeting Event:  
Homophobia in Schools: A San Francisco LGBT Town Hall 
Meeting 
 
Schools that are engaged: Mission High School, Harvey 
Milk Civil Rights Academy,  San Francisco State University, 
South San Francisco Unified School District, San Francisco 
Unified School District, San Francisco School Board  
 
Snapshot: The Castro Network produced this town hall 
meeting to craft a community response to address the rampant 
homophobia and bullying based on sexual orientation and 
gender identity in San Francisco schools. Community 
members and youth-serving organizations, especially those 
working with LGBT youth, came to Mission High School 
Auditorium to discuss the current state of LGBT students, 
existing programs serving LGBT youth, and begin a dialogue 
about collaboration and innovation in youth programming for 
school-aged youth. Panel of speakers included SFUSD, 
LYRIC, Health Initiatives for Youth (HIFY), Community 
United Against Violence (CUAV), and the Youth Program @ 
The Center. School Board Commissioner Sandra Lee Fewer, 
13th District Director for Tom Ammiano Kimberly Alvarenga, 
and Legislative Aid for Supervisor David Campos Linnete 
Peralta Haynes were in attendance.  
 
Other services: 
Castro Network Monthly E-newsletter; One-on-One meetings 
with agency partners; Family Action Grant  
 
Neighborhood profile: 
Not only is the Castro neighborhood one that is location-based, 
but itÕs also one of the few that is identity-based. This provides 
a unique opportunity to develop a network of support for those 
who are doing great work with the LGBTQ community and, at 
the same time, poses a distinctive challenge in meeting the 
needs of the LGBTQ community. Although there is a high 
concentration of LGBTQ-identified people in the Castro, there 
are also LGBTQ people in every San Francisco neighborhood. 

Many young LGBTQ folks visit the Castro for services and 
recreational activities and many agencies that target the 
LGBTQ community conduct outreach and direct service in the 
Upper Market and Castro area.  
 
Special Events: 
Pride Kick-Off, Saturday, May 30, 2009 
The Center hosted a building-wide Celebration for all 
members of the LGBT community and neighborhood to 
launch Pride month. Adoption SF, Our Family Coalition, the 
Center's Youth Program LIFT Bay Area, The San Francisco 
Public Library, Friends of the San Francisco Public Library, 
and COLAGE all participated in our children, youth & 
families programming. Castro neighborhood community 
children and families were able to access resources from these 
organizations as well as DCYF including the updated 2009 
Castro Neighborhood Resource Guide for Children, Youth 
and Families. Additionally, children and families in 
attendance were able to sign-up for and participate in 
programming, get free food and beverages, and connect with 
our community partners, each other and the community-at-
large.  
 
Resource Guides distributed: 600 
 
Email alert: 51 recipients, including service providers, city 
agencies, schools, youth, parents, merchant and residential 
groups, and faith-based organizations. 
 
Newly created collaborations: San Francisco School 
Volunteers, Metropolitan Community Church-SF, Community 
Partnership for Queer Youth 
 
Work groups:  
Family Action Grant Selection Subcommittee, Pride Kick-Off 
Subcommittee, Youth Town Hall Subcommittee.  
 
Meetings with district supervisor: 
Supervisor Bevan Dufty has been a great advocate of the 
Castro Network and has always been in constant contact with 
Rebecca Rolfe, the CenterÕs Executive Director, about the 
networkÕs state and projects, including the youth town hall. 
Rebecca and Supervisor Dufty have approximately one 
meeting per week during which they often discuss 
neighborhood and community issues, Center services and 
position in the community and the Castro Network. The 
SupervisorÕs Office is on our e-Newsletter mailing list and 
often contacts us in regards to resources for Children, Youth 
and Families and general neighborhood happenings. He also 
enjoyed being at our Pride Kick-Off Event with daughter 
Sidney.  
 

   


