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Peter G. is a recent Stanford University graduate and a volunteer with the CenterÕs Economic 
Development Program. Peter was attracted to the program because he believes LGBT 
businesses and entrepreneurs play a vital role in society. Peter wants to help empower LGBT 
businesses to grow and flourish. He is Òcalm, cool, and analytical,Ó says Ken Stram, CenterÕs 
Director of Economic Development.  ÒWith a background in financial services, he is a perfect 
match for a number of major Economic Development projects in the works. Peter is writing the 
business plan for an upcoming LGBT business plan competition, he wrote and conducted an 
online survey for transgender entrepreneurs, he helped lead a focus group for transgender 
entrepreneurs, and he is currently working on an ambitious online survey to help us learn more 
about the needs of LGBT entrepreneurs throughout the Bay Area. 
 

ÒThe Center is the first working space where I have felt comfortable being my complete self,Ó Peter says. ÒNever 
before have I had the luxury of enjoying being surrounded by the people with whom I work. Coming to the Center each day 
to a warm, friendly, intelligent, and supportive team has made my experience so far both delightful and fulfilling. In 
particular, Ken Stram has taken me under his wing here, bringing me along to his client meetings, workshops, and 
networking events; in keeping me in his shadow, he has made a point to see that I am making the most out of my internship, 
and I could not be more grateful for that.Ó 

Katie just concluded her sophomore year at Wesleyan University in Connecticut. 
Double-majoring in Psychology and Feminist, Gender and Sexuality Studies with a 
concentration in The Formation of Identities, Katie has demonstrated strong background in 
facilitation and keen understanding of queer theory and oppression that has been influential in 
planning and implementing a Transgender Sensitivity and Resource Awareness workshop for 
Center volunteers.  
ÒI came to the Center because I was looking for a place to intern or volunteer that was part of 
the queer community. I knew I wanted to help people, learn, and be part of the San Francisco 
queer community, and the Center seemed like the perfect place to do all of those things,Ó 
professes Katie.   
Katie was also deeply involved with the CenterÕs successful 2009 Pride Parade contingent. 
Whether getting trained as a wheel monitor or coming up with fun and interactive Pride booth activities, Katie showed great 
and infectious enthusiasm and creativity. ÒI would say the most educational and memorable experience I had at the Center 
has been all the days I worked at the front desk. Those moments were the ones where I learned the most and felt most 
engaged with the San Francisco queer community.Ó 

Peter D. is a third year law student at University College Dublin, Ireland and is currently studying for his Certificat 
Superieur de Droit Francais et Europeen (Higher Diploma in French and European Law) at 
Universite Paris II Pantheon-Assas, France. He has a great passion for civil rights advocacy, 
embodied by his previous work with the Friends in Ireland Charity in South Africa and the Dublin 
Free Legal Advice Centres. His particular interest in LGBT issues led to his work at the Centre 
because of its commitment not only to advocating rights but also providing services.  
 
He has researched current, statutory policy initiatives, examined and collated policy directives for 
the CenterÕs website which allowed him to delve into the on-going US LGBTQ rights movement 



 

and to make comparisons with the campaigns both in Ireland and the wider European Union. He also has participated in the 
many social and outreach events that take place at the Center, including the Pride Parade and the Margarita Party. As a 
non-national, these gave him an opportunity to experience community life and to meet those who use the CenterÕs programs 
and services. Peter is also instrumental in the ongoing development of a transgender-focused resource kit that will be made 
available to the Information and Referral volunteers of the Center. He has shown great initiative and possession of an open-
mind that makes him keen to the understanding of the everyday needs of the SF LGBTQ community. 

ÒThe experience which I will take the most out of from my time at the Center will be the opportunity to observe and 
learn from the Center staff. I have not previously worked with a professional organization dedicated to the needs of the 
LGBT community. For me, the opportunity to see staff tackling problems (be they the needs of small business owners in the 
Castro/Mission area, soliciting and chasing up donors for a Center project, organizing a Trans Focus Business group, 
meeting with Center volunteers, providing nightly child care for parents, or working to empower youth through substance 
abuse awareness) which afflict the LGBT community in San Fran. I found particularly memorable my work researching and 
discussing resources for transgender people. I believe this was an area in which I was able to increase both my knowledge 
and understanding as a result of my work.Ó 
 


